Cranial fasciitis located at the temporal region in a 2-year-old girl.
Cranial fasciitis is an exceedingly rare, benign, fibroblastic tumour of the skull of young children. It was first described in 1980 by Lauer and Enzinger as a subset of nodular fasciitis. There are fewer than 55 cases described in the literature. We describe the presentation of a 2-year-old girl with a rapidly growing left temporal lesion, initially treated as an intramuscular haemangioma with propanolol. Following failure of response to this management, radiological and histological investigations indicated cranial fasciitis, and multidisciplinary surgery was undertaken via a bicoronal incision. Gross total resection was carried out, and the lesion was found to be adherent to but not infiltrating the dura. The petrous bone and zygomatic arch appeared destroyed, leaving a large temporal bony defect. This was repaired with a split calvarial graft from the outer table of the right parietal bone. Histology confirmed a diagnosis of cranial fasciitis. She had an uneventful post-operative course and was discharged home well. A CT scan 8 months post-operatively showed no residual lesion and it was noted that the reconstruction had fully integrated and the zygomatic arch had reformed.